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Biofuels Certification Initiatives

• National governments and regional groupings: 
Belgium, the Netherlands, UK, Germany, 
Switzerland, Brazil, Canada, US-California, 
European Commission

• Companies: e.g. Electrabel, Essent
• NGOs: e.g. WWF

• International Bodies and Initiatives
• International Networks and Roundtables: e.g. 

Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels, Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil Production 



Some concerns related to implementation
• Measurable criteria/indicators
• GHG emissions

• Macro level effects
– Leakage effects

– Food security
But certification will be linked to:

• Compliance with blending obligations
• Tax breaks and other incentives

• Consumer acceptance



Lessons from Past Experiences

Problems for foreign producers, especially from 
developing countries:

– Local conditions are not sufficiently taken into 
account

– Inadequate participation in the standard-setting 
process

– Conformity assessment proves to be a major obstacle
– Cost

– The proliferation of initiatives creates opacity and 
confusion in the market and may become an obstacle 
to international trade



An Internationally Agreed Programme as a Viable 
Alternative to Individual Programmes

Benefits: 
• Increases transparency in the market and provides clear 

indicators for producers 
• Avoids market fragmentation
• Provides for a broad participatory process & reflects the 

views and concerns of producers in different regions
BUT

• An international process is long and complex 
• UN processes are particularly slow 
• The extended time period needed to set it may hinder its 

merger with existing initiatives



Would this help?
– Using existing Forums and building upon their 

achievements

– Strengthening analytical work 
– Launching pilot projects

– Including criteria which are quantifiable and verif iable
– Providing capacity building both for compliance and 

conformity assessment 

– Supporting the setting up of coherent policy strategies 
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