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BACK TO BASICS — RISK ASSESSMENT (1)

IRGC: 3COMPONENTS
(RISK GOVERNANCE —-WHITE PAPER)

1) An ldentification and, if Possible, Estimation of Hazard

2) An Assessment of Exposure and / or Vulnerability

3) An Assessment of Risk, Combining the Likelihood and the
Severity of the Targeted Consequences based on the
| dentified Hazar dous Char acteristics and the Exposure/
Vulner ability Assessment

NB Hazards Describe the Potential for Harm
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Probability of aParticular Harm, P(Ha)

BACK TO BASICS — RISK ASSESSMENT (2)

Exposure to a Given Hazard, 1(Hz)
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EXAMPLE TiO,: Macro/Micro generally
considered safe with no known adverse side
effects. However, nano TiO» particles are found to
penetrate skin and cause DNA damage — hence
possible carcinogen.
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QUESTION: Isthere any essential
difference in precautionary terms
between these two diagrams?
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1. The PA should be PROPORTIONAL
2. The PA should be NON-DISCRIMINATORY
3. The PA should be CONSISTENT

4. The PA should be based on an examination of the
COSTS and BENEFITS of action.
5. The PA should be subject to REVIEW in the

light of new scientific data.
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The Fifth Criterion Transatesinto a Requirement for
Precautionary Research

Or if you prefer
Pre-Regulatory Resear ch
This should have been highlighted in the White Paper

NB: The EFSA & OECD Emerging Risks Exercises
CF: The BST Regulatory Saga.
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